University of Arkansas
Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences
Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness

AGEC 402V – Survey of Agricultural Policy

TuTh  11:00 – 12:15
AGRI 115						
				
Instructor: 	Steve A. Halbrook
	AGRI 231
  	479-575-2279
	halbrook@uark.edu (preferred method of contact)	

Office Hours:	The easiest and most efficient way to reach me directly is e-mail.  If I am in the office I try to answer e-mails within 24 - 48 hours. I have an open door policy so you can stop by if you have questions.  Appointments are preferred and appreciated, and are best made by sending an email..  I will try to reserve the following hours for student appointments
		Tuesday		8:00 am – 10:00am
		Wednesday		1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
		Thursday		3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.

Prerequisites:  	AGEC 1103: Principles of Agricultural Microeconomics or equivalent understanding basic microeconomic concepts is required for this course. 
								
Course Description: 	This course provides an overview of modern agriculture and a survey of government policy related to agriculture from the colonial period to the present day.  

Required Technology:   	Material for this course including the syllabus, links to required and suggested reading materials are on Blackboard. You can reach Blackboard at http://learn.uark.edu. 

Required text:	None. 

Required readings:	Agri-Pulse, a weekly on-line newsletter will be distributed to students every Wednesday.  Other required short articles will be posted to Blackboard. 

Recommended: 	Agricultural Policy in the United States; Evolution and Economics, J. Novak, J. Pease & L. Sanders; Routledge Press, 2015, or 
Agricultural and Food Policy, R. Knutson, J.B. Penn, B. Flinchbaugh & J. Outlaw; Prentice Hall, 2007, sixth edition

Course Objectives: 	
· Develop an appreciation of the challenges and opportunities facing the agricultural sector in the United States and rural America.
· Understand the history and evolution of agricultural policies and the policy environment from the colonial period to present day.
· Understand the economic, legal and social foundations for agricultural policy
· Develop an ability to objectively analyze policy issues utilizing economic principles. 
 
Grading: 	500 total points
	450-500	A
	435-449	B+
	415-434	B
	400-414	B-
	385-399	C+
	365-384	C
	350-364	C-
	335-349	D+
	300-335	D
	Below 300 F	

	Please note, I give no retroactive points and make no changes to grades once they are entered.  I will not change your grade after the fact to save your scholarship, keep you off probation, or any other worthy cause.  The only exception is if you can prove that I made a clerical mistake.  NO adjustments to prior grades will be made after the end of classes on December 6. If you have concerns about your grade, talk to me well before December 6.

Points breakdown: 	Exam 1		100 pts
	Exam 2		100 pts
	Final Exam	150 pts
	Quizzes		100 pts
	Class participation	  50 pts

Course Outcomes: 	
· Be able to apply basic concepts of supply and demand to analyze proposed policies
· Understand the fundamental characteristics of  agricultural markets and why they form the basis for most agricultural policies
· Understand the economic, legal and political context of agricultural policy
· Be able to describe and utilize the concepts of consumer and producer surplus in the context of policy analysis
· Understand and be able to utilize basic data from the Census of Agriculture
· Have a working knowledge of the structure of modern U.S. agriculture
· Understand how technology, globalization, population, and environmental sustainability have changed agriculture over the past 150 years
· Understand the economic and political foundation of the modern farm bill
· Have a working knowledge of the vocabulary of agriculture policy such as “parity price,” “target price,” WTO, conservation compliance, GMO, COOL, SNAP, FIFRA and Waters of the United States.

Exams: 	As noted above, there will be two mid-term exams and a final.  The final will be given at 10:15 a.m. on December 11 as scheduled on the academic calendar.  Make-up exams may be permitted but must be arranged prior to the exam unless it is a medical emergency (personal or close family).  Exams will be multiple choice with the possibility of some short answer questions.  You will be expected to have SCANTRON Form No. 882-E sheets.  Any unexcused missed exam will result in a zero (0) on that exam.
							
Quizzes: 	A minimum of 12 quizzes will be given throughout the semester. (As many as 15 quizzes may be given.)  Quizzes will be worth 10 points each, for a total of 100 points toward your final grade.  Some quizzes will come from class material, the assigned readings and Agri-Pulse.  Your ten (10) best quiz scores will be counted toward your final grade.  Quizzes will be administered in class only.   No makeup quizzes will be allowed.

Students with 
Disabilities:	If you need to request reasonable accommodations for this class due to a disability, you must first register with the Center for Educational Access (CEA) and see me during my office hours to discuss options.  I will need written confirmation from CEA by September 18, so that I can provide test materials to CEA in a timely manner. 

Academic Dishonesty: 	Each University of Arkansas student is required to be familiar with and abide by the University’s ‘Academic Integrity Policy’ which may be found at http://provost.uark.edu/ Students with questions about how these policies apply to a particular course or assignment should immediately contact their instructor.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Inclement Weather: 	If the University is open, we will have class.  See UA Inclement Weather Policy at http://vcfa.uark.edu/policies/fayetteville/vcfa/2100.php. As the instructor, I reserve the right to cancel class due to inclement weather.  Students will be notified by email and blackboard if this is the case.  Please use your best judgment before getting on the road. 

Dropping this Class:	Situations can arise that warrant dropping a class. However, please see me before you drop the class so we can properly assess whether this is in your best interest.  Often times things may not be as bad as they seem. Please do not drop without talking to me first.   

Emergency Procedures:	Many types of emergencies can occur on campus; instructions for specific emergencies such as severe weather, active shooter, or fire can be found at http://emergency.uark.edu   
 
Severe Weather (Tornado Warning): 

· Follow the directions of the instructor or emergency personnel 
· Seek shelter in the basement or interior room or hallway on the lowest floor, putting as many walls as possible between you and the outside 
· If you are in a multi-story building, and you cannot get to the lowest floor, pick a hallway in the center of the building 
· Stay in the center of the room, away from exterior walls, windows, and doors 
 
Violence / Active Shooter (CADD): 

· CALL- 9-1-1 
· AVOID- If possible, self-evacuate to a safe area outside the building. Follow directions of police officers. 
· DENY- Barricade the door with desk, chairs, bookcases or any items. Move to a place inside the room where you are not visible. Turn off the lights and remain quiet. Remain there until told by police it’s safe. 
· DEFEND- Use chairs, desks, cell phones or whatever is immediately available to distract and/or defend yourself and others from attack.
