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Economics in the Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness at University
of Arkansas. Dr. Nayga’s research interests include the economics of food consumption,
policy, and health. He has focused his work on critical issues such as poverty, nutrition,
obesity, and novel food technologies. He has examined issues related to how people
comprehend and use food and nutritional labels and how these would then influence a
number of important health related outcomes such as diet quality and obesity. He has also
analyzed the effects of important federal food programs such as the National School
Lunch Program, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), and the Fresh Fruit
& Vegetable Program on food consumption and obesity. His work in this area provided
crucial information on the causal effects of important federal food programs/policies on
health outcomes of various segments of the population including children and historically
disadvantaged groups. Another strand of his research is on the application of stated and
revealed preference elicitation methods to study how people would value novel food
products, food programs, and policies. This research is crucial in determining whether a
proposed food program or policy would be valued by the public or target population. This
information is used by policy analysts and policy makers not only for benefit-cost
analysis but also to assess the public’s propensity to support the proposed food program
or policy.
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Social Policy, Health Marketing Quarterly, Food Quality and Preference, Journal of
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His work has been cited around 6400 times in journals such as Science, Proceedings of
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Journal of Economic Surveys, American Economic Journal, Journal of Labor Economics,
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He has also been an expert evaluator and/or member of panels/boards organized by
various organizations including the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQO) and the
International Atomic Energy Agency of the UN, International Rice Research Institute,
International Foundation for Science, Mediterranean Agronomic Institute (CIHEAM),
France’s INRA National Food Research Program, Croatia’s Unity Through Knowledge
Research Program, Winthrop Rockefeller Institute, Korea University, University of
Alberta, University of Georgia Graduate Program in Obesity, Netherlands Organization
for Scientific Research, Canada’s Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council,
Canada Foundation for Innovation, French National Research Agency (ANR), Franco-
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Healthy Diet for a Healthy Life”, New Zealand’s Ministry of Business, Innovation, and
Employment, Dutch Research Council, French Fund for Nutrition and Health, Alberta
Livestock Industry Development Fund, US National Science Foundation (NSF), National
Academy of Sciences’ Institute of Medicine (IOM), Food and Drug Administration
(FDA), the National Agricultural Research, Extension, Education and Economics
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Agricultural, and Resource Economics (CFARE), USDA’s AFRI/NIFA Competitive
Grants Program, and Economic Research Service’s Food and Nutrition Research
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of the Philippines at Los Banos (UPLB) Alumni Association and the Outstanding
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Recognition Award in 2007 and by Texas A&M University the 2006 Texas AgriL.ife
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achievements, the 2005 International Excellence Award for building international
linkages and dedication to promoting international education and research, and the 2003
Honor Professor Award for outstanding teaching achievements. In June 2013, he was
named a Fellow of the Agricultural and Resource Economics Review. Coverage of his
research has appeared in numerous popular media outlets.



